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CARPENTER | LOWINGS ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN APPROACHES EVERY  PROJECT AS 
A UNIQUE CHALLENGE.

Projects can be delivered in various ways: smaller installations can be directly commissioned and can 
be undertaken as design/build projects; larger projects can see C|L acting as an integrated member of 
a larger design team, either as a design consultant or as architect. We work regularly with trusted and 
experienced engineers, lighting designers, materials specialists and fabricators, and can assemble and 
lead teams of specialists and fabricators to respond to a specific situation if that is what the situation 
demands.  We examine a challenge from all sides and redefine it in terms that yield a unique and inven-
tive proposition. 
 
THE DESIGN PROCESS REMAINS CONSISTENT: 
A STAGE-BY-STAGE, COLLABORATIVE APPROACH.
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C|L initiates the design of a project through consultation, either directly with the client or with the lead 
consultant and definition of a specific scope.  This leads to a unified aesthetic and structural concept 
in response to the physical context, budget, and time.  After agreement of the essentials, the concept is 
refined and elaborated with other members of the design team: engineers, fabricators, and materials 
specialists; while constantly referring back to initial client needs. The studio then develops the project 
through to detail design and the monitoring of production and installation, in parallel with the design 
team, as a constant refinement and expression of the initial concept.
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Renderings, study models, full-scale mock-ups of components, and prototypes may all form part of the 
development of a project.  The attention to detail that this design process implies is carried through to 
the built work based on a thorough knowledge of the potential and limitations of current fabrication 
and construction techniques, and an understanding of the capacities of installers.   
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C|L BELIEVES THAT THE CONCEPT AND THE PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION SHOULD BE 
A COHERENT WHOLE - THAT THE EXPERIENCE OF A PIECE AND THE PROCESS OF ITS 
MAKING SHOULD BE CONNECTED - THAT THE MATERIAL AND THE IMMATERIAL ARE 
PART OF THE SAME STORY.


